
The mission of The Learning Center for 
the Deaf is to ensure that all deaf and 
hard of hearing children and adults thrive 
by having the knowledge, opportunity and 
power to design the future of their choice.
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Best Practices/Rules for Zoom:

If you want to talk, click on the button “raise your hand”. 

This will place a hand icon next to your name in the 

participant list.

Please turn off your video and mute your 

microphone

The Chat feature will go directly to the Host 

Thank You! We Will Begin Soon...



Welcome! Tonight’s Agenda:

● Host:

○ Glennis Matthews, TLC Superintendent 
● Community ASL Classes for Families 
● The ASL Shop
● Parent/Caregiver Volunteer Application
● IEP Process

○ Toni Ammirati, Director of Curriculum & Instruction
○ Janice Wenstrom, ECC & Elementary Assistant Principal



(Re)sharing is Caring!
Community ASL Classes

ASL Shop

Parent/Caregiver Volunteer Application

https://www.tlcdeaf.org/


The ASL Shop



Communication Access Services

“Inspiring Knowledge, Opportunity, 

Power”

● Harvard grant
● Level 1 and 2
● Free for one year

https://www.theaslshop.com/


IEP Process
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October 30, 2024
The Massachusetts IEP

Toni Ammirati - Director of Curriculum & Instruction

Janice Wenstrom - ECC & Elementary Assistant Principal
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AGENDA:

● The New IEP Rationale

● The New IEP form 

● Questions

Link to DESE IEP form:
https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/ImproveIEP/iep-form
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GOAL:  To familiarize families with new IEP form. 

We are happy to set up an individual meet with you to 

address any questions or concerns you might have.

tammirati@tlcdeaf.org

jwenstrom@tlcdeaf.org

mailto:tammirati@tlcdeaf.org
mailto:jwenstrom@tlcdeaf.org
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This is a new IEP for all of us.   

We are sharing what we have learned from our DESE 
trainings and our recent IEP meetings.   We expect to 
continue to learn as we have more experience with this form.  

The IEP is ultimately the responsibility of the sending district.  
MPS & WS teams work collaboratively with families and the 
their districts to develop an IEP for your child.
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How Did We Get Here?

2000-present

Massachusetts DESE 

Previous IEP form

2014

The IEP Improvement 

Project 2014.   

Draft of new form released 

April 2023

September 2023

Designated districts pilot the new 

IEP form

2024-2025  SY

TLC adopted the new IEP 

form (All MA schools are 

required to adopt this form by 

November
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Areas of Focus for Improved IEP Form

Student voice 
drives the IEP

Improved progression 
and presentation of 

information 
throughout the 

document

Ensuring that all 
disability related 

needs are 
addressed

Integrated 
transition planning 

to a  clear 
graduation pathway

Help families better 
access the IEP

This is 

integrated 
throughout 

the IEP
This is 

how we 
begin



Student and Parent Concerns

Putting the student 
and their family at 

the center of the IEP 
process.  Also 

promoting self-
advocacy.
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Example Resources for Student Vision

(ECC) Observe student 

choices and skills 

during playtime; this can 

provide information 

about what students 

want to learn.

(Elementary) Ask students 

what they want to learn, 

and what they want to do 

after they leave elementary 

school.

(Secondary) Meet with 

Transition Coordinator 

and/or following teacher. 

Discuss their plans for 

the post graduation.



Present Levels Academic 
PRESENT LEVELS OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE: ACADEMICS

Describe the student’s present levels of academic achievement and functional performance in the relevant areas listed below.
Consider the areas of learning listed below and complete only the sections that apply to the student. Include relevant information and data from sources such as initial or most 
recent evaluations; documentation from classroom performance; parent(s), student, and teacher observations; and curriculum-based and standardized assessments, including 
MCAS.

Briefly describe current academic performance.

Check all that apply:

English Language Arts

History and Social Sciences 

Math

Science, Technology, and Engineering

Strengths, interest areas, and preferences Impact of student’s disability on involvement and 

progress in the general education curriculum or 

appropriate preschool activities

Autism-Specific Question: Does the student have needs resulting from the disability that impact progress in the general curriculum, including social and emotional 
development (e.g., organizational support, generalizing skills, practicing skills in multiple environments)?

☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, this need will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications 

Goals/Objectives

Services Delivery Grid 

Additional Information

Massachusetts DESE Individualized Education Program 26

This is separated into 
four areas: 
Academics, 

Behavioral/Social/ 
Emotional, 

Communication AND 
Other Areas 
as needed

Autism 
Specific 

Questions

Current 
Performance

Strengths, 
Interests, 

Preferences

Impact of 
disability related 

to general 
education 

programming



Present levels Behavioral Social Emotional1W2E3R4567-PRESENT LEVELS OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE: BEHAVIORAL/SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL

Briefly describe current behavioral/social/emotional

performance. Consider the use of positive behavioral
interventions and supports, and other strategies, to address
behavior that impedes learning.

Strengths, interest areas, and 

preferences

Impact of student’s disability on involvement

and progress in the general education curriculum 

or appropriate preschool activities

Bullying

Describe any disability-related skills and proficiencies the student needs in order to avoid and respond to bullying, 
harassment, or teasing. This section must be completed for students who have a disability that affects social skills 

development; students vulnerable to bullying, harassment, or teasing; and students with autism.

Specify how these needs, if any, will be 

addressed in the IEP.

Autism-Specific Question: Does the student require any positive behavioral interventions, strategies, and supports to address their behavioral 
difficulties resulting from autism spectrum disorder?

☐ Yes ☐ No
Autism-Specific Question: Does the student need to develop social interaction skills and proficiencies?

☐ Yes ☐ No
Autism-Specific Question: Does the student have needs related to changes in environment or to daily routines?

☐ Yes ☐ No
Autism-Specific Question: Does the student have needs related to repetitive activities and movements?

☐ Yes ☐ No
Autism-Specific Question: Does the student have needs resulting from their unusual responses to sensory experiences?

☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes to any of the above, these needs will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications 

Goals/Objectives

Services Delivery Grid 

Additional Information

Massachusetts DESE Individualized Education Program 27

This is the same 
form but specifically 

for 
Behavioral/Social/

Emotional

Autism 
Specific 

Questions



Present levels communicationPRESENT LEVELS OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE: COMMUNICATION

Briefly describe current communication

performance.

Strengths, interest areas, and preferences Impact of student’s disability on involvement and

progress in the general education curriculum or 

appropriate preschool activities

Does the student require the use of augmentative and alternative communication (AAC)? Consider any AAC needs for non-speaking students or those with 

limited speech.

☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, describe how the Team will address the student’s needs (including acquiring, designing, customizing, maintaining, rep airing, and/or replacing AAC 

device/system).

☐ The student needs an AAC device/system at school.
☐ The student needs an AAC device/system at home or in other non-school settings to receive a free appropriate public education.

☐ The student needs training and/or technical assistance to use the AAC device/system.

☐ The student’s family needs training and/or technical assistance concerning the AAC device/system.

☐ Educators, other professionals, employers, or others who work with the student need training and/or technical assistance conc erning the AAC 
device/system.

These needs will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications 

Goals/Objectives

Services Delivery Grid 

Additional Information
Autism-Specific Question: Does the student have needs in the areas of verbal and nonverbal communication, including but not limited to those identified in assistive 

technology/AAC evaluation(s)?

☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, these needs will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications 

Goals/Objectives 

Services Delivery Grid 

Additional Information

Massachusetts DESE Individualized Education Program 28

This is the same 
form but specifically 
for Communication



Present levels Additional AreasPRESENT LEVELS OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE: ADDITIONAL AREAS

Additional Areas, as Applicable

(such as activities of daily living, health, 

hearing, motor, sensory, and vision)

Briefly describe current performance and any

applicable documentation.

Please note that parent(s) are only asked to share 

health information voluntarily.

Strengths, interest areas, and preferences Impact of student’s disability on involvement and

progress in the general education curriculum or 

appropriate preschool activities

Deaf or Hard of Hearing

☐ The student is deaf or hard of hearing, and their language and communication needs will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications Services Delivery Grid

Goals/Objectives Additional Information
Blind or Visually Impaired (including Cortical Visual 
Impairment)
☐ Braille is needed and will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications Services Delivery Grid

Goals/Objectives Additional Information

☐ Screen readers or other assistive technology are needed and will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications Services Delivery Grid

Goals/Objectives Additional Information

☐ Orientation and mobility services are needed and will be addressed in the following section(s) of the IEP:

Accommodations/Modifications Services Delivery 

Grid

Goals/Objectives Additional 

Information

Massachusetts DESE Individualized Education Program 20

This is the same 
form but 

specifically for 
Additional Areas

Specific Questions for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing 

Students
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This applies to students who have  been identified by their district as having language fluency in a 
spoken/written language other than English 

ASL and English Bilingual Education Program

Does the student require assistive technology.

Refer to IEP Team Decision re: Disability Categories

Can we now identify 
more than one 

disability - Looking 
at the student as a 

whole
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This applies to students who have  been identified by their district as having language fluency in a 
spoken/written language other than English 

ASL and English Bilingual Education Program

Does the student require assistive technology.

Refer to IEP Team Decision re: Disability Categories

Can we now identify 
more than one 

disability - Looking 
at the student as a 

whole
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This applies to students who have  been identified by their district as having language fluency in a 
spoken/written language other than English 

ASL and English Bilingual Education Program

Does the student require assistive technology.

Refer to IEP Team Decision re: Disability Categories

Can we now identify 
more than one 

disability - Looking 
at the student as a 

whole



IEP Pages 7- 9
Post-Secondary Planning (Transition)

In the interest of time we will not cover 
this today - If there is interest, we will 

provide another training by our 
Transition Team

24



25Page 10

Accommodatin and 
Modification are 

organized by type 
and the specific 
setting to which 

they apply



26Page 10

Accommodation 
and Modification 
are organized by 

type and the 
specific setting to 
which they apply
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This is the page 
where we 

document MCAS 
Participation
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Page 12

The baseline is specific 
to the goal - the annual 
goal, criteria, method of 
measurement, schedule 
of progress monitoring 

and individual 
responsible for 

monitoring are all 
identified separately
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The 
service 

delivery is 
essential 
the same
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(example) Marie Philip School at TLC is a 11-month approved DESE program that 

runs from September to July annually on a 8:00a-2:30p schedule. 

(example) Marie Philip School at TLC is a 11-month approved DESE program that 

runs from September to July annually on a 8:00a-2:30p schedule. 

The IEP team can 
address your 

specific 
transportation 

requests or 
concerns at this 

point
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(example) Marie Philip School at TLC is a 11-month approved DESE program that 

runs from September to July annually on a 8:00a-2:30p schedule. 

(example) Marie Philip School at TLC is a 11-month approved DESE program that 

runs from September to July annually on a 8:00a-2:30p schedule. 
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Some districts will request or require this documentation for the month of July.  
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